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  From the Executive Director 

Why Cities Need to ACT Now 

In the face of changing demographics, economic disruption, technological advances and the growing impacts 

of climate change, cities need to take bold transformational steps. 

Published alongside the milestone 10th edition of the World Cities Summit, this issue of Urban Solutions 

explores how cities can ACT now—accelerate, collaborate and transform—to actively shape a more liveable 

future for all. Across the articles, three key themes emerge. 

People-centred policy and design create shared benefits. When designed to respond to changing needs and 

aspirations, policy and planning initiatives can lead to improved liveability outcomes for all residents. 

Strategic innovation unlocks urban potential. Tailored approaches allow cities to reimagine and revitalise 

spaces and unlock opportunities for growth. Technology is also an important enabler that cities can and 

should harness to test and scale urban solutions. 

Collaborative networks amplify global impacts. Cities are recognising that collaboration and partnership 

across government, private sector and community are essential to address common issues and achieve 

collective outcomes. 

I hope the insights shared in this edition of Urban Solutions will illuminate the way ahead for us to leverage 

the power of cities to make transformational change to improve urban life. I wish you an enjoyable read. 
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  INTERVIEW AVG. READ: 10MIN 

Planning for Tomorrow: Singapore’s Blueprint to 

Stay Liveable, Agile and Pro-Enterprise 

CHEE HONG TAT 

Building a Fairer, Greener, Safer, and More 

Prosperous London 

SADIQ KHAN 

  CITY FOCUS AVG. READ: 7MIN 

Waterfront Development in the Port City 

HAMBURG 

  OPINION AVG. READ: 5MIN 

Agile City Governance in the Digital Age 

XUFENG ZHU 

The Urban AI Paradox: Balancing the Digital 

Future with Our Physical Reality 

CRIS TURNER 

  ILLUSTRATION AVG. READ: 5MIN 

How Playful Cities Strengthen Health, Equity and 

Urban Resilience 

SARA CANDIRACCI  

Through the Years: World Cities Summit—the 10th 

Edition Special  

  ESSAY AVG. READ: 12MIN 

Weaving Green Threads: Building Resilient Cities 

from the Ground Up 

ZAC TOH 

Planning and Designing the City for All Ages: 

Evolving Urban Planning for Demographic Change, 

Health and Well-Being 

BRENT D. RYAN 

  CASE STUDY AVG. READ: 7MIN 

Powering Up the Neon Grid to Revitalise New 

South Wales, Australia 

NEW SOUTH WALES | URBAN TRANSFORMATION 

South Africa’s National Urban Forum: Policy 

Dialogues on Sustainable Urban Development 

SOUTH AFRICA | DISCUSSION PLATFORMS 

The International Finance Corporation’s APEX 

Platform: Mobilising Sustainable Investment in 

Cities 

GLOBAL | CLIMATE FINANCING 

International Urban and Regional Cooperation 

Asia and Australasia (Phase 1): City-to-City 

Partnerships 

GLOBAL | INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 

  

      

  

 

   

  

      

  
URBAN SOLUTIONS is a bi-annual magazine published by the Centre for Liveable Cities, 

Singapore. To view all issues, visit https://go.gov.sg/clcurbsol.  

If you wish to unsubscribe, click here. 
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